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Thematic Lecture Series

“The Challenge of Global History”

As symbolized by the “history textbook issue”, the understanding of history and the
history education for sharing it has functioned as one of the ideological pillars in any nation-state.
Though called as “world” history, its depictions have often been reconstructed as the assemblage of
national histories of the respective nation-states. The Marxian perception of historical
development, especially that of developmental stages, has exerted a great influence on the
understanding of world history and the related political movements by posing world history as
something different from a patchwork of single national histories. It is, however, ironical that it
lost her influence due mainly to her proximity to actual political situations. The once
enthusiastically received social history or postmodern approaches seem to have lost the support of
those historians who look for universality of history and the directions it leads. At the moment
many in the historical undertakings seem concentrating upon a specific topic in a specific moment
at a specific space. “Micro history” could be a proper term to call such trend.

In contrast, the real world is observing a flurry of developments mutually related on a
global scale. The breakdown of the cold war system by the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
weighing towards unipolar system headed by the United States, the European unification process,
the tremendous economic growth of China, India and other Asian countries, the Internet
revolution, the hedge funds, the fundamentalist hardening of religions, the regional wars and
terrorism, the spread of AIDS and SARS, the exacerbation of environmental problems like global
warming, the international migration and tragedies accompanying border crossings, the
escalation of ethnicity problems and other developments all transcend the boundaries of nation
state. The results have been the simultaneous processes of weakening and restrengthening of the
nation-states. If we call such developments as globalization, the vortexes, each with its distinctive
cause and direction, are connected with each other and seem to be producing one greater vortex.

Against this background the trend of so-called global history has come to receive wider
attention. An increasing number of comprehensive works that have incorporated the inter-state,
inter-regional movements in various fields like production, consumption, ideology, or culture have
been produced with the intention of searching some path for future in the global age. Particular
attention is here paid to the new understanding of Asian history, free from the conventional
imperialistic or nationalistic views.

In this series of lectures are presented various approaches to “a global history” or “global
histories”, observing Asia as its main object. Lecturers are recruited not only from the humanities
and social sciences but also from the fields of the engineering, agricultural science, and urban
studies. Some are invited from outside the Campus. I would be happy if our students in the liberal
arts course could have a deeper understanding of the significance of global history through their
experience in the series.

I thank to the lecturers, teaching assistants, research assistants, and staff members,
especially to Yumi ISHII of EALAI and Prof.Yoichi KIBATA, for their valuable contributions
towards the realization of this project.

August, 2007
Tsukasa MIZUSHIMA
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Summer Seminar 2007 EALAI / ASENT Lecture Theme “Challenge Of Global History”

1. MIZUSHIMA Tsukasa, History of South Asia, The University of ToKyo:« -« t«eerererreseeeremeneenicneneens 8
“Challenge of Global History”

2. KOMATSU Hisao, History of Central Asia, The University of Toky -« «e-eeerremreseeseseneneneienenennenes 10
“Travels of Abdurrehid Ibrahim - Russia, the Ottoman Empire and Japan”

3. HANEDA Masashi, History of West Asia, The University of ToKyQ: s, 12
“Creation of  the Islamic World’ and New World History”

4. KURODA Akinobu, History of Currency, The University of ToKyo -+ wsesseessesseesseessnsssissiisiessinsnens 14
“World History Reflected in Currencies”

5. Kenneth L. POMERANTZ, Chinese History, University of California, [rvine ««-«--«s-eseeeeseeseseeseennens 16
“What Can History Offer to Global Studies?”

6. SHIMADA Ryuto, History of Trade, Seinan Gakuin University -« wsesseessesssmsssesnsssissnisinssinnen: 20
“Early Modern Intra-Asian Trade and the British Industrial Revolution”

7. YAMASHITA Norihisa, Historical Sociology, Ritsumeikan University ««««-«s-«seseseeseeeremnenneenennennenees 22
“From World-System Analysis to Global History”

8. KIDOKORO Tetsuo’ Urban Studies’ The University Of TOkyO ............................................................. 24
“How Did Asian Cities Receive Modern Urban Planning”

9. SUGAI Toshihiko, Frontier Sciences, The University of ToKyo - weesseessesseemsessmsssisnisissiisnessinnens 28
“Fluctuating Natural Environment in Asia — Present, Past and Future”

10. KAWASHIMA Hiroyuki, Agricultural and Life Sciences, The University of Tokyo:«««-«sesereeseeeeeees 30

“100 Years of Biological Resources and Human Beings, 1950-2050”
11. MATSUMOTO Ryo, Earth and Planetary Sciences, The University of TokyoQ««-«seresreseeesereneeeenes 32

“Reading Chinese History from Sediment at the Bottom of Lakes —A geologist’s View”

12. AKITA Shigeru, Global History and History of the British Empire and Commonwealth,

Osaka University ................................................................................................................................ 34
“International Order of Asia, the British Empire and Hegemony”

13 KIBATA YOiChi, Imperial HiStOI'y, The University Of TOkyO ............................................................... 36

“Global History and History of Empires”
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What Can History Offer to Global Studies?

Kenneth L.Pomeramtz
May 21, 2007

Summary of Lecture
1. World History — History as a Connection
among Regions

The world is more interconnected today than ever

before, but the connection is extremely uneven. This fact is
often overlooked by “globalization” as a concept. World
history as a new discipline of history attempts to deal with
trans-regional networks, not simply emphasizing global
interconnections. For example, the rate of international
migration (2.9% of all people live outside the country of
their birth) today is almost the same as 1913, which might
be curious from the perspective of globalization. But the
point is that the movement of people today is less important
than that of goods and capital. In addition, there are also
distinctive characteristics of modern migration; for instance,
today, half of migrants are women, and much more places
are participating in international migration than ever before.
Moreover, in today’s world, a national state is still strong,
which is also difficult to understand by the concept of
“globalization.”

What we should study is the extent, density, and limits
of particular networks among regions and how the shape of
those networks changes throughout the history. To put it in
another way, it is necessary to study the interplay between
local, regional, and trans-regional levels, which consists of
the object of the study of world history.

An aim of world history is to decentralize European
centered model; it emphasizes distinct regional features
rather than homogeneous global modern, which leads us to
think of “multiple modernity.” In this sense, regions are not
separate pieces, but a region itself is created within the
worldwide network.

Therefore, instead of looking for a region as an area
sharing its unifying cultural essence, which is what old area
studies do, what the newer kinds of regional studies are
trying to do is to look at regions that are forming
interactions; interactions define particular regions, not

cultural identities.

2. World History — as Comparisons

In order to overcome a binary distinction between the
West and the rest, we need reciprocal comparisons.

Traditional comparisons were based on the Western model,
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which understood the rest of the world in terms of

deficiencies in the European line. In contrast, some
postmodernists avoid comparisons altogether in order to
criticize eurocentrism, which has not been enough.
Reciprocal comparisons (1) need not involve Europe at all.
(2) These comparisons treat each term as being peculiar
from the vantage point of the other. (3) Not comparing truly
independent entities, they analyze entities that are always
affecting each other in some systematic way. (4) Useful
comparisons must begin with some similarities. It is worth
remarking that in such comparisons, regional specialization
is still important.

From this perspective, world history could be
summarized as historically based studies of trans-regional
comparisons and connections. One possible consequence of
studying world history is that its narrative could create
global human identity, as national history became a power
of creating national citizens in the nineteenth century.
Moreover, teaching world history makes students think of
global, local, and intermediate levels of analysis, and can

provide them with different lenses to study history.

Questions and Answers

Q : Do you think there is any difference between world
history and global history?

A : I advocate, particularly in the US, world history in
comparison with global history. In the US, people
advocating global history are usually overemphasizing
connections and ignoring comparisons. The meaning of
world history is not the same in every country. In the US,
world history is more inclusive than global history.

Q : What factors in your everyday life do make you study
Chinese history?

A : Any history radically differs from your everyday life.
Such history can remind us of how our modern society is

historically unusual, which is very important for us.
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