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The University of Tokyo College of Arts and Sciences
2006 Summer Term First- and Second-Year Undergraduate Lecture

“World History Considered from Asia”

O About the Lecture

Did you know that the high school world history and Japanese history you have been
taught are uniquely Japanese? What the Japanese consider as being “facts” about the past are
often perceived differently in other countries. This lecture begins with explanations on when
and how historical studies and education began in Japan and about their problems.

Later on, lectures on diverse perceptions and narratives of history in Asia will be
given by experts on each region, including guest speakers from abroad. If you were to think of
what history is and learn about the various understandings of history among people in Asia,
you would see that the contemporary Japanese narrative on world history is not universal.
Having learned this, there will be a debate on how world history should be written at the end
of the term. Please join the lecture.

O Aim of the Lecture

1. Learn that the “world history” and “Japanese history” taught at high school and studies for
university exam are not universal.
Explore various perceptions of history in Asia.

3. Reconsider what history and world history are and explore their possibilities.

O Staff
m Masashi Haneda: The University of Tokyo Institute of Oriental Culture. Professor.

Specialized in comparative history.
m Seiichiro Yoshizawa: The University of Tokyo Graduate School of Humanities and

Sociology. Associate Professor. Specialized in modern Chinese history.

m Hiroshi Mitani: The University of Tokyo Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Professor.
Specialized in 19th century Japanese domestic politics and international order.

m Jayeeta Sharma: Department of History, Carnegie Mellon University. Assistant Professor.

Specialized in history of India under British Empire.
m Mansur Sefatgol: Department of History, University of Tehran. Assistant Professor.

Specialized in history of Iran.

m Saya Shiraishi: The University of Tokyo Graduate School of Education. Professor.
Specialized in anthropological studies of education in South East Asia. Her recent interest
includes globalization of popular culture.

m Rudolf Mrézek: Department of History, University of Michigan. Professor. Specialized in
modern history of South East Asia.

m Philip Yampolsky: The Ford Foundation Jakarta. Specialized in music of South East Asia,
especially Indonesia. Worked with Indonesian Society for the Performing Arts and

Smithsonian Folkways Recordings to produce Music of Indonesia Series.
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